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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, XF, US 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH BEGIN: ARMS FOR ISRAEL, EGYPT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA; AND WEIZMAN TRIP 

REF: (A) STATE 02706 AND (B) STATE 20554 

1 . SUMMARY: ROY ATHERTON AND I MET WITH BEGIN, DAYAN AND 
WEIZMAN THIS MORNING (JANUARY 26) FOR MORE THAT AN HOUR. 
BULK OF CONVERSATION WAS DEVOTED TO AIRING OF SERIOUS 
ISRAELI CONCERNS REGARDING (A) CONSTANCY OF U.S. 

COMMITMENT TO GOI ON SALES OF F-16'S, (B) SALE OF F-15 S 
TO SAUDI ARABIA, (C) SALE OF F-5E'S TO EGYPT, AND (D) 
RELATIONSHIP OF THESE ISSUES TO TIMING FOR WEIZMAN TRIP 
TO U.S. ALTHOUGH BEGIN REMAINED CALM AND CONTROLLED 
THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION, IT IS APPARENT THAT HE IS VERY 
WORRIED THAT WE MAY BE ABOUT TO USE PRESSURE 
TACTICS ON ISRAEL IN REGARD TO DECISIONS ON F-16'S, BOTH 
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AS TO TIMING AND NUMBERS OF PLANES. THIS MORNING S 
NEWS THAT SENATOR CHURCH IS RECOMMENDING A FREEZE 
ON ARMS SALES TO THE MIDDLE EAST WHILE PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE IN PROCESS CLEARLY HAS ADDED TO 
HIS CONCERNS - AND TO HIS SUSPICION THAT SOMETHING 
IS AFOOT. HE REACTED SOMETHAT LESS STRONGLY TO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SALE OF F-5E'S TO EGYPT (POSSIBLY 
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BECAUSE HE DOES NOT SEE THIS AS AN IMMINENT 
DECISION) THAN TO THE F-15 SALE TO SAUDI ARABIA ON 
WHICH HE CAME DOWN VERY HARD. HE AND WEIZMAN 
GRAPHICALLY DESCRIBED HOW THIS WOULD PUT EVERY 
POPULATION CENTER IN ISRAEL WITHIN RANGE OF THE 
SAUDI AIR FORCE. THIS NEW REALITY. COMBINED WITH 
THE POSSIBILITY OF EGYPTIAN PILOTS AT THE CONTROLS 
IN ANY FUTURE CONFLICT, IS CLEARLY AN UNSETTLING 
SPECTER FOR HIM AND WEIZMAN. HE PUSHED VERY HARD 
ON THE FACT HE HAS THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITMENT 
THAT THERE WILL BE NO DELAY IN PROVIDING F-16'S 
TO ISRAEL: HE IS ANXIOUS THAT THIS BE FINALLY 

NAILED DOWN DURING WEIZMAN'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON, WHICH HE HAS 
NOW FORCEABLY ASKED BE RESCHEDULED FOR THE WEEK 
STARTING FEBRUARY 5. END SUMMARY. 

2. ROY ATHERTON AND I MET FOR OVER AN HOUR THIS 
MORNING WITH BEGIN. DAYAN AND WEIZMAN. AS WE HAD 
EARLIER FORECAST, PRIMARY PURPOSE OF MEETING WAS 
TO REGISTER ISRAEL S STRONG CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE 
SLOW-DOWN IN DECISION ON NEW ARMS SUPPLY TO ISRAEL 
AND AIRCRAFT SALES TO ISRAEL AND AIRCRAFT SALES TO 
EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

3. BEGIN OPENED CONVERSATION BY REFERRING TO ROY'S 
SATURDAY EVENING BRIEFING OF YOUR TALKS WITH SADAT 
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AND FACT THAT ROY HAD NOT MENTIONED ANYTHING ABOUT 
SADAT'S REQUEST FOR U.S. ARMS. ON FOLLOWING MORNING 
WHEN HE HAD READ VERBATIM TEXT OF SADAT'S SPEECH, HE AND 
HIS ASSOCIATES HAD BEEN VERY SURPRISED THAT THIS KEY 
SUBJECT HAD NOT BEEN TOUCHED UPON THE PREVIOUS 
EVENING. HE NOTED I HAD BEEN KIND ENOUGH TO PHONE 
HIM TO CONFIRM THAT A QUICK CHECK WITH THE RECORD 
AVAILABLE TO US INDICATED THAT NO SUCH FORMAL REQUEST 
HAD BEEN MADE. NOW, HOWEVER, HE HAD LEARNED FROM 
DINITZ IN WASHINGTON AND FROM PRESS REPORTS OF YOUR 
MEETINGS ON THE HILL THIS WEEK THAT INDEED THE SUBJECT 
OF SUPPLY OF MODERN WEAPONS TO EGYPT, AS WELL AS TO 
SAUDI ARABIA, "NOW SEEMS ON THE AGENDA." 

THIS, HE SAID INITIALLY, COULD CAUSE IMPASSE 
IN NEGOTIATIONS - ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT REPEAT NOT 
RETURN TO THIS THEME AGAIN IN COURSE OF LONG 
CONVERSATION THAT FOLLOWED. 

4. BEGIN SAID HE WANTED YOU TO UNDERSTAND THAT 
THIS IS A MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR ISRAEL. PUT IN ITS 
SIMPLEST TERMS, IT GIVES FORCE TO SADAT'S THREATS THAT 
IF ISRAEL DOES NOT MEET HIS DEMANDS, THE THREAT OF 
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WAR BECOMES MORE REAL. HE REGRETTED THAT NEITHER THE 
PRESIDENT NOR YOU HAD PROVIDED HIM WITH ANY INFORMATION 
ON THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT. ROY 

RESPONDED THAT BEFORE WE WENT ANY FURTHER HE WANTED TO 
RECONFIRM WHAT I HAD TOLD BEGIN ON SUNDAY MORNING. 

SADAT HAD NOT RAISED SUBIECT WITH YOU IN WAY HE DESCRIBED 
IT IN HIS SPEECH. THE ISSUE WAS RAISED BY SADAT, ALMOST 
IN PASSING, DURING HIS TETE-A-TETE WITH YOU WHEN HE ASKED 
IF WE COULD SEND A TEAM TO LOOK OVER HIS MILITARY 
REQUIREMENTS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE PROBLEMS IN THE HORN 
OF AFRICA. ROY REPEATED THAT HE HAD NOT BROUGHT THIS 
UP IN HIS BRIEFING BECAUSE IT PLAYED SUCH A MINOR PART IN 
YOUR CONVERSATION WITH SADAT. I FOLLOWED UP WITH 
POINTS IN PARA 10 OF REF (A) SUMMARIZING SADAT'S CONCERNS. 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 IERUSA 00261 01 OF 03 261427Z 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 IERUSA 00261 02 OF 03 261443Z 
ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

028261 261533Z/47 

O 261313Z JAN 78 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SESSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 123 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

SECRET SECTION 2 OF 3 JERUSALEM 0261 

EXDIS (HANDLE AS NODIS) 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR LEWIS 

PASS WHITE HOUSE FOR BRZEZINSKI 

5. 1 THEN SAID YOU HAD ASKED THAT I MAKE ONE THING CLEAR 
TO BEGIN THIS MORNING, NAMELY, THAT THERE WERE NO PRESENT 
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PLANS UNDER CONSIDERATION TO SUPPLY EGYPT WITH MAJOR ARMS ITEM 

OTHER THAN POSSIBLY SOME F-5E'S WHICH, AS HE KNEW, WE HAD BEEN 

THINKING ABOUT FOR SOME TIME. BEGIN INTERRUPTED TO SAY 

THAT THIS IS THE FIRST HE HAD HEARD OF ANY SUPPLY OF 

F-5E’S TO EGYPT. HE ASKED DAYAN AND WEIZMAN IF THEY 

WERE AWARE OF SUCH A POSSIBILITY. DAYAN SAID NO AND WEIZMAN 

ANSWERED THAT IT WAS THE FIRST TIME HE HAD "OFFICIALLY 

HEARD" WE WERE CONSIDERING SUCH A SALE. I REMINDED BEGIN 

THAT THE PRESIDENT, IN FACT, HAD MENTIONED THIS 

POSSIBILITY TO BEGIN LAST TIME HE WAS IN 

WASHINGTON. AFTER SOME HEADSCRATCHING BEGIN FINALLY 

RECALLED THE PRESIDENT HAVING REFERRED TO IT, BUT 

SAID HE HAD NOT DESCRIBED IT AS A FORMAL EGYPTIAN 

REQUEST OR A CONCRETE U.S. PLAN. 

6. BEGIN THEN ASKED WEIZMAN FOR A TECHNICAL COMPARISON 
SECRET 
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OF THE F-5E WITH THE F-15 AND F-16. WEIZMAN REPLIED 
THE BEST COMPARISON HE COULD GIVE WAS HE WOULDN’T 
LIKE TO SEE THE EGYPTIANS GET ANY AIRCRAFT, BUT IF THIS 
WERE INEVITABLE HE WOULD RATHER THEY HAVE F-5E'S THAN 
F-15'S OR 16'S. HE THEN GAVE A BRIEF TECHNICAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE F-5E'S" CAPABILITY, STRESSING 
THAT BECAUSE OF ITS RELATIVELY SHORT STRIKE RANGE SO LONG 
AS THE ISRAELIS STAYED IN THE SINAI THE F-5E WOULD POSE 
NO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS TO THE IDF. 

7. BEGIN THEN LET THE OTHER SHOE DROP. HE SAID HE 

HAD HEARD ON THE MORNING NEWS THAT SENATOR CHURCH HAD PROPOSED 

THAT ALL U.S. ARMS SUPPLIES TO THE MIDDLE EAST SHOULD BE 

SUSPENDED WHILE THE PEACE TALKS WERE IN PROGRESS. AS 

HE UNDERSTOOD IT, THE CHURCH SUGGESTION WAS REALLY AIMED 

AT THE PROPOSAL TO SELL F-15" S TO SAUDI ARABIA. BUT 

THE EFFECT OF HIS PROPOSAL WOULD MEAN THAT "WE WOULD 

BE PUNISHED BY WHAT WE DO NOT DESERVE." HE HOPED 

HE NEED NOT EXPLAIN THE IMPLICATIONS SUCH A 

DECISION HELD FOR ISRAEL. FIRST, IT WOULD ADD 

SAUDI ARABIA TO THE LIST OF CONFRONTATION STATES. 

SECONDLY, IT WOULD MEAN THAT EILAT WOULD BECOME ONLY 10 MINUTES 

FLYING TIME FROM THE NEW SAUDI BASE AT 

TOBUK. THE F-15 RANGE WOULD PUT ANY TARGET IN 

ISRAEL WITHIN EASY RANGE. THIRDLY, SINCE THE SAUDIS 

DO NOT HAVE A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF TRAINED PILOTS, 

IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT SHOULD ANOTHER CONFLICT 
TAKE PLACE EGYPTIAN PILOTS WOULD FLY THESE AIRCRAFT. 

8. WEIZMAN WEIGHED IN BY OBSERVING THAT IF THE 
ARGUMENT THAT F-15'S FOR SAUDI ARABIA ARE TO BE USED 
FOR DEFENSIVE PURPOSES, THEN A NEW AND BETTER ARGUMENT 
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SHOULD BE FOUND. ALL OF SAUDI ARABIAN OIL FIELDS ARE 
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TO THE SOUTH AND EAST. SINCE THERE WERE NO SAUDI 
TARGETS IN WESTERN SAUDI ARABIA, WHY ARE THE SAUDIS 
PLANNING TO PUT F-15'S AT TOBRUK UNLESS THEY ARE 
THERE FOR OFFENSIVE USE. (ATHERTON SAYS HE WAS NOT 
SURE WEIZMAN'S ASSUMPTION WAS CORRECT; THE F-15'S 
MIGHT WELL BE BASED ELSEWHERE IN SAUDI ARABIA.) 

9. BEGIN REITERATED THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE 
LOGIC OF SUPPLYING SUCH AN ADVANCED AIRCRAFT TO THE 
SAUDIS. HE REPEATED THAT ISRAEL IS NOT THREATENING ANY 
ONE, BUT RATHER IS BEING CONSTANTLY THREATENED 

BY ITS NEIGHBORS. HE THOUGHT SUCH A SALE WOULD 

ONLY STRENGTHEN THOSE WHO HOPED FOR THE DEMISE OF ISRAEL. 

HE SPECIFICALLY NOTED THAT IT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE 

HANDS OF THOSE IN EGYPT WHO DID NOT WISH SADAT TO SUCCEED IN 

HIS PEACE INITIATIVE. BUT WHATEVER HAPPENED IN REGARD 

TO THE SAUDIS, WHAT CONCERNED HIM MOST OF ALL WAS 

HIS CONCERN THAT THERE MIGHT BE SOME 

WAIVERING IN WASHINGTON IN REGARD TO ITS 

COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL ON F-16'S. I ASSURED HIM 

THAT THE QUESTION OF OUR COMMITMENT ON THIS DID NOT 

ARISE. IT WAMSGFPQYBT ZWNX AS EVER. I SAID 

YOU HAD ASSURED THE SFRC YESTERDAY OF THIS FACT. 

THE ONLY OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS WERE REGARDING THE 
TIMING OF DELIVERY AND THE NUMBERS. WE WERE 
ACTIVELY STUDYING THESE QUESTONS, ALONG WITH THE OTHER 
REQUESTS CONTAINED IN MATMON C. 

10. BEGIN URGED THAT A DECISION BE MADE ON THESE 
TWO QUESTIONS DURING WEIZMAN’S FORTHCOMING VISIT. 

HE REMINDED US THAT WHEN HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE 
WITH THE PRESIDENT HE HAD BEEN PROMISED THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO DELAY IN THE DECISION. "THE 
QUESTION IS VITAL TO US," HE SAID. I RESPONDED 

THAT THERE WAS NOTHING ABOUT ANY DELAY IN OUR 
DECISION ON TIMING AND NUMBERS WHICH WOULD 
SECRET 
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AFFECT WHEN THE ISRAELIS WOULD RECEIVE THE FIRST 
F-16'S. ISRAEL S PLACE IN THE PRODUCTION LINE REMAINS 
RESERVED FOR DELIVERY OF AIRCRAFT STARTING IN 1981. 

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE ISRAEL'S PLACE IN LINE A FORMAL LETTER 
OF COMMITMENT WOULD NOT HAVE TO BE MADE UNTIL EARLY 
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THIS SUMMER. WEIZMAN RAISED THE QUESTION THAT IN 
THE ABSENCE OF ANY CONTRACTS TRAINING PREPARATIONS 
COULD NOT BE STARTED. HE RECALLED THAT THE ISRAELIS 
HAD STARTED PREPARING FOR THE F-15 TWO YEARS BEFORE THE 
FIRST AIRCRAFT ARRIVED. I REMINDED HIM THAT THIS WAS 
1978 AND SINCE THE FIRST PLANES WERE NOT DUE UNTIL 
1981, THERE WAS CLEARLY PLENTY OF TIME TO PUT THESE 
ARRANGEMENTS IN TRAIN. 
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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR LEWIS 

PASS WHITE HOUSE FOR BRZEZINSKI 

1 1 . 1 THEN TURNED BACK TO THE ISSUE OF F-15'S TO 

SAUDI ARABIA, FOLLOWING LINE OF ARGUMENT IN PARA 8 OF REF (A). 

1 SAID I HOPED BEGIN UNDERSTOOD HOW MUCH 

IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO SAUDI ARABIA REMAINING A MODERATE 
FORCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. WE ASSUMED THAT HE SHARED OUR 
JUDGMENT THAT SAUDI SUPPORT FOR SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE 
WAS A CRITICAL FACTOR TO ITS SUCCESS. THIS ALSO IMP! TED 
CONTINUED SAUDI FINCNCIAL SUPPORT TO SADAT. FOR MORE 
THAN TWO YEARS THE SAUDIS HAVE BEEN TALKING OF THE NEED 
TO REPLACE THEIR OLD LIGHTNINGS. WE HAVE MADE A COMMITMENT 
TO THEM IN PRINCIPLE THAT WE WOULD SUPPLY THEM WITH 
A MODERN AIRCRAFT. THE F-15 IS THE PLANE THEY WANT. 

I SAID THAT WHETHER WE OR THE ISRAELIS NECESSARILY 
THINK THE F-15 IS THE RIGHT PLANE FOR THEM, I 
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TRUSTED THAT HE WOULD AGREE THAT IN THE END IT 
WAS THE SAUDIS’S DECISION. THE PROBLEM WE ARE 
STRUGGLING WITH AT THE MOMENT IS THE CONFLUENCE OF 
DECISIONS WE MUST MAKE REGARDING MEETING COMMITMENTS 
SECRET 
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TO ISRAELIS, THE ISSUE OF F-15'S TO SAUDI ARABIA, 

AND WHETHER WE WILL MAKE AVAILABLE F-5E'S TO EGYPT. I 
SAID SPEAKING FRANKLY AND PERSONALLY, THERE WAS MERIT 
IN THE ARGUMENT THAT ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUPPLY OF 
ADDITIONAL MODERN AIRCRAFT TO THE AREA AT THIS MOMENT 
DID NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE PROCESS. 

WE ARE FACED WITH A VERY COMPLEX DILEMMA. 

12. ROY SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN THROUGH MANY DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN THE SAUDIS AND THE PRESIDENT AND YOU ON THIS SUBJECT. 
THE SAUDIS FRET. THAT THEY HAVE A COMMITMENT FROM US 

TO REPLACE THEIR LIGHTNINGS WITH F-15'S. THIS WAS A 
DECISION MADE BY THE FORD ADMINISTRATION AND WE 
FACED A PROBLEM OF CREDIBILITY IF WE DID NOT MEET IT. 

HE ADDED THAT HE WANTED BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THAT SHOULD WE 
MAKE SUCH A SALE, WE WOULD MAKE IT VERY CLEAR TO THE 
SAUDIS THAT THEY WOULD BE IN VIOLATION OF THE SALES 
AGREEMENT SHOULD THEY MAKE THE AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE TO ANY 
OTHER COUNTRY OR TRAIN OTHER COUNTRY NATIONALS ON 
IT WITHOUT OUR PERMISSION. WE WOULD LEAVE THE 
SAUDIS IN NO DOUBT THAT SUCH A MOVE WOULD HAVE VERY 
SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR OUR RELATIONS. 

13. AT THIS POINT DAYAN ENTERED THE CONVERSATION 
FOR THE FIRST TIME. HE NOTED THAT THE REJECTIONIST 
STATES ARE BEING HEAVILY SUPPLIED BY THE SOVIETS WITH 
NEW EQUIPMENT. IF SENATOR CHRUCH'S PROPOSAL WERE TO 
BE AGREED TO, WHO WOULD CONTROL SOVIET SUPPLIES TO 
SYRIA AND IRAQ? CERTAINLY NOT SENATOR CHURCH. HE 
HAD ALSO HEARD ON THE RADIO THIS MORNING THAT KING 
HASSAN OF MOROCCO HAD SAID SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE 
IS NOW PAST HISTORY AND THAT THE ARABS MUST AGAIN 
RE-UNITE AND USE ANY MEANS INCLUDING MILITARY ATTACK TO 
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REGAIN THEIR LANDS. IF THE CHURCH CONCEPT WERE TO 
BE ACCEPTED, THE ONLY ONE WHO WOULD SUFFER WOULD BE THE 
ISRAELIS. NO ONE IS GOING TO ATTACK EGYPT OR SAUDI 
ARABIA. ISRAEL IS THE ONLY TARGET. THE CHURCH 
PROPOSAL WOULD BE MOST DANGEROUS FOR ISRAEL. 
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14. 1 SAID THAT AS I UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION THE SFRC 

CURRENTLY HAS A STUDY UNDERAY REGARDING ARMS 

BALANCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF. ONE GROUP OF SENATORS HAS 

ASKED THE ADMINISTRATION TO DELAY NOTIFICATION TO 

CONGRESS OF THE SALE OF F-15'S TO SAUDI ARABIA PENDING COMPLETION OF 

THIS STUDY. ANOTHER GROUP HAS PROPOSED THAT NO 

AIRCRAFT BE SOLD WHILE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE. 

THE PRESIDENT’S DILEMMA IS HOW TO MEET THE 
COMITMENTS OF HIS PREDEKSSOR IN REGARD TO SAUDI 
ARABIA AND HIS OWN COMMITMENTS TO ISRAEL, AND EVEN 
MORE VITAL. HOW TO HELP GET THE F.GYPTI ANS-TSR AFT ,1 
NEGOTIATIONS MOVING FORWARD AGAIN. 

15. BEGIN THEN ASKED "WHAT COULD BE DONE IMMEDIATELY 
TO IMPLEMENT THE ADMINISTRATION'S COMMITMENT 
SO THAT WE WILL START GETTING THESE PLANES.” 

WEIZMAN HAD POSTPONED HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

ONLY BECAUSE THE ISRAELIS WANT THE PEACE PROCESS TO CONTINUE. 

THIS IS THE ONLY REASON HE DID NOT LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON 
TODAY. THE QUESTION NOW WAS WHAT COULD WE DO TO 
ENSURE THAT A CONTRACT WAS SIGNED DURING HIS 
VISIT. TURNING TO EZER, HE ASKED IF HE COULD BE PREPARED TO 
LEAVE NEXT THURSDAY (FEBRUARY2). EZER REPLIED 
AFFIRMATIVELY. I SAID I WANTED TO REMIND BEGIN AGAIN 
THAT WE HAD NOT YET MADE THE DECISION ON 
THE NUMBER OF 16-S WE WOULD MAKE AVAILABLE. ALSO, THE 
TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT HAD NOT YET BEEN DECIDED. 

THEREFORE, THERE WAS NO GUARANTEE IF EZER WERE TO LEAVE 
NEXT THURSDAY WE COULD MEET THE PRIME MINISTER'S DESIRES. 

ROY REAFFIRMED THAT A FURTHER DELAY IN WEIZMAN’S 
SECRET 
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TRIP WOULD IN NO WAY DELAY THE DECISIONMAKING 
PROCESS. WEIZMAN ASKED WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF HE 
HAD GONE THROUGH WITH HIS PLANS AND LEFT TODAY. 

WOULD THE DECISION HAVE BEEN MADE THIS WEEK? I 
REMINDED HIM THAT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HE HAD TOLD ME 
THAT WHILE HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE "SOMETHING TO 
BRING BACK," THAT WAS NOT THE PRIMARY PURPOSE 
OF HIS TRIP. 

16 PRESSING THE ISSUE, WEIZMAN ASKED IF IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO SEE SECRETARY BROWN DURING THE FIRST WEEK 
OF FEBRUARY. I SAID I UNDERSTOON CIECHANOVER HAD TALKED 
ENDLESSLY IN RECENT DAYS WITH DOD OFFICIALS ABOUT 
RESCHEDULING THE VISIT. I UNDERSTOOD THAT FROM 
THE POINT OF VIEW OF SECRETARY BROWN'S SCHEDULE, 

THE MONTH OF MARCH WAS THE FIRST GOOD TIME. BUT 
IF WEIZMAN WISHED TO GO TOMORROW WE WOULD DO EVERYTHING 
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WE COULD TO ARRANGE IT. WEIZMAN THEN SAID 
HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL REQUEST THAT THE 
VISIT BE RESCHEDULED FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 6 
(HE ASSUMES HE WILL BE BACK IN CAIRO NEW WEEK FOR THE 
MILITARY COMMITTE, WOULD RETURN HERE TO REPORT. AND 
THEN LEAVE FOR THE U.S. TO BE AVAILABLE FOR 
DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON FEBRUARY 6-9.) HE SAID THAT 
HE WOULD OF COURSE WANT TO MEET WITH SECRETARY BROWN 
AND WOULD WISH TO SPEND ABOUT 48 HOURS IN WASHINGTON 
(IN EFFECT REPEATING MORE OR LESS THE WASHINGTON 
PROGRAM ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEEK ON 
WEEK LATER). HE SAID HE WOULD WORRY ABOUT 
HIS PROGRAM ELSEWHERE IN THE U.S. BEGIN ADDED 
THAT WEIZMAN SHOULD ALSO SEE YOU IN ORDER TO 
REPORT ON PROGRESS AT THE CAIRO MILITARY TALKS. 

(I KNOW HE ALSO HOPES VERY MUCH THAT THE PRESIDENT 
SECRET 
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AND BRZEZINSKI MIGHT ALSO WISH TO SEE HIM.) 

WE ENDED THIS PORTION OF THE CONVERSATION WITH BEGIN 
ASKING ME RATHER FORMALLY TO ASKED THAT WEIZMAN 
BE RECEIVED IN WASHINGTON THE WEEK BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 6, HOPING THAT EZER WOULD RETURN 
WUTH THE "COMMITMENT OF COMMITMENTS." 

17 COMMENT FROM ATHERTON: WE OBVIOUSLY CANNOT 

TURN DOWN BEGIN'S FORMAL REQUEST FOR WEIZMAN VISIT WEEK OF 

FEBRUARY 6 WITHOUT MAIOR FLAP, AND I WOULD NOT REPEAT 

NOT RECOMMEND DOING SO. THIS TIMING, HOWEVER, AND 

THE PUBLICITY THAT WILL SURROUND VISIT WILL NOT BE 

HELPFUL TO NEGOTIATING PROCESS. A POSITIVE 

RESPONSE ON F-16'S XDURING WEIZMAN VISIT WILL HAVE 

NEGATIVE IMPACT ON MOOD IN ARAB WORLD, AND MOST 

IMPORTANLY IN EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA; FAILURE TO 

GIVE A RESPONSE DURING VISIT WILL HAVE NEGATIVE 

IMPACT IN ISRAEL AND WILL BE VIEWE AS U.S. PRESSURE FOR 

CONCESSION IN NEGOTIATIONS. TO MINIMIZE OUR 

PROBLEMS, I BELIEVE THIS DEVELOPMENT UNDERLINES 

IMPORTANCE OF REACHING DECISION BEFORE VISIT ON 

ISRAELI-SAUDI-EGYPTIAN PACKAGE AND INFORMING 

ALL CONCERNED IN ADVANCE. IF WEIZMAN IS NOT 

GOING TO GET DECISION DURING VISIT, ISRAELIS SHOULD 

KNOW IN ADVANCE. IF HE IS, ARABS SHOULD KNOW 

IN ADVANCE, TOGETHER WITH ANYTHING WE 

CAN TELL THEM ABOUT DECISIONS ON THEIR REQUESTS. 

AMBASSADOR LEWIS AGREES WITH THESE COMMENTS. 

NEWLIN 


SECRET 
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